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Transportation Clears Another Hurdle 
 
On Friday the Senate version of transportation funding successfully passed out of the chamber. 
The new version of the legislation will likely be rejected by the House whereas the final details of 
the bill will be negotiated in conference committee. The Senate vote was close, 29-25, with the 
Democratic caucus unanimously opposing the measure along with a handful of conservative 
Republicans. 
 
Key Differences in the Senate version of HB 170: 

 Excise tax on motor fuel is dropped from 29.2 cents (House version) to 24 cents per 
gallon. 

 Allows local governments to continue collecting sales taxes on motor fuel (up to $3.39 
gas price), with no restriction on how this revenue is spent.  

 Intends the commitment of $250 million annually in the general fund for the repayment 
of GDOT debt service.  

 Adds a $5 fee on all rental cars in Georgia, regardless of whether or not the individual is 
a Georgia citizen.  

 
A $25 user fee on all passenger vehicles and a $50 fee for tractor trailers and buses was 
eliminated on the floor Friday in order to win support from Republicans uncomfortable with the 
additional tax. 
 
The Senate bill still contains the following from the House version: 

 Eliminates the $5,000 tax credit for purchase or lease of electric vehicles 

 Eliminates the state tax credit for aviation fuel 

 Establishes a user fee for drivers of electric vehicles 
 
Other Bills of Note 
 
The Senate introduced a substitute to HB 106 and successfully passed this version out of its 
Transportation committee on Wednesday, 3/18. The rewrite of HB 106 is a modified version of 
the T-SPLOST proposal. The bill allows for more flexibility and local control with regards to 
putting a transportation referendum on a ballot. WABE provides a more detailed overview of the 
legislation here.  
 
The Senate passed its version of the FY 16 budget on Friday, HB 76. The Senate budget proposal 
includes $1.1 billion in general new construction spending. Like the House, the Senate included 
$100 million specifically for bridges in next year’s budget. For more details, visit the AJC.   
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http://www.legis.ga.gov/legislation/en-US/Display/20152016/HB/106
http://wabe.org/post/georgia-senate-proposes-t-splost-reboot
http://wabe.org/post/georgia-senate-proposes-t-splost-reboot
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legislation/en-US/Display/20152016/HB/76
http://www.ajc.com/news/news/state-regional-govt-politics/georgia-senate-backs-11-billion-in-new-constructio/nkbTy/

