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The General Assembly was in session every day last week. Only two legislative days remain in 
this year’s 40 day session, with the last working day scheduled for Thursday, April 2, 2015.  
 
Transportation in Conference Committee 
 
The Senate passed their version of the transportation funding act during Week 10 of the session. 
On Wednesday of last week the House voted on a motion to insist on their version of HB 170, 
sending the bill to conference committee where lawmakers will attempt to negotiate a final 
compromise. The legislation that passes the conference committee must be voted on without 
amendment by each chamber. (Click here for a detailed explanation of conference committees).  
 
The House conferees are: Representative Jay Roberts, Representative Mark Hamilton and 
Representative Calvin Smyre. Roberts is Chairman of the House Transportation Committee and 
the primary sponsor of HB 170. Hamilton is also a member of the House Transportation 
Committee while Representative Smyre is one of the longest serving members of the Georgia 
General Assembly and served as the liason between the House Democratic Caucus and House 
Leadership during the initial crafting of the bill.  
 
The Senate conferees are: Senator David Shafer, Senator Tommie Williams and Senator Steve 
Gooch. Shafer is President Pro Tempore of the Senate. Williams is the Chairman of the Senate 
Transportation Committee and Senator Gooch is the Majority Whip and former Senate 
Transportation Chair.  
 
A final version of HB 170 must receive passage in both chambers of the General Assembly by 
midnight of day 40 in order to make it to the Governor’s desk for a signature this year. However, 
the AJC reports that Governor Deal has suggested he would call a special session of the 
legislature this summer if a satisfactory transportation bill is not passed.   
  
Other Bills of Note 
 
The Senate version of HB 106, a modified version of the TSPLOST proposal, successfully passed 
the Senate chamber on Thursday, March 26th. The bill allows for more flexibility and local 
control with regards to putting a transportation referendum on a ballot. Amended in the Senate 
the bill must return to the House before it can gain final passage. Click here for more details.  
 
 
 
 

http://www.legis.ga.gov/legislation/en-US/Display/20152016/HB/170
http://www.senate.ga.gov/committees/en-US/Home.aspx
http://www.ajc.com/news/news/state-regional-govt-politics/exclusive-deal-threatens-special-session-on-transp/nkfyb/
http://www.ajc.com/news/news/state-regional-govt-politics/exclusive-deal-threatens-special-session-on-transp/nkfyb/
http://www.ajc.com/news/news/state-regional-govt-politics/exclusive-deal-threatens-special-session-on-transp/nkfyb/
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legislation/en-US/Display/20152016/HB/106
http://www.bizjournals.com/atlanta/blog/capitol_vision/2015/03/son-of-tsplost-bill-clears-georgia-senate.html?page=all


 
 
SB 59 is intended to formalize the public private partnership process statewide and establishes a 
committee to oversee the creation of a level playing field for those interested in P3s as a 
development resource. The bill passed out of the Senate unanimously and on Wednesday, 
March 25th was voted out of the House Government Affairs Committee. It has not yet been 
placed on the House Rules Calendar for a vote.  
 
SB 4 also addresses the use of public private partnerships, in this case in order to leverage 
limited resources in redevelopment of the City of Atlanta. SB 4 successfully passed the House on 
Friday, March 27th. Specifically intended for the Atlanta Beltline, the bill was amended on the 
House floor and must return to the Senate before it can gain final passage.  
 
SB 191 prohibits local governments from issuing regulations regarding the marking of utility 
facilities. Currently excavation near utility facilities is regulated by state law and there are 
concerns that local laws would lead to discord and lack of uniformity in enforcement of 
violations. SB 191 successfully passed the House Committee on Energy, Utilities & 
Telecommunications on Thursday. It has not yet been placed on the House Rules Calendar.   
 
SB 125 is currently scheduled for a vote in the House on Day 39 after being heard in House 
Rules Committee Friday, March 27th. SB 125 authorizes the State Road & Tollway Authority 
(SRTA) to collect tolls on new construction projects whose sole purpose is to manage traffic 
flow.  
 
On Friday, March 27th HB 255 received final passage in the Senate and now awaits Governor 
Deal’s signature. The legislation requires that green building standards used for new state 
construction must give equal certification credits to Georgia forest products. The AJC reports 
this measure effectively bans LEED building standards in the construction of future state-owned 
buildings.   
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http://www.legis.ga.gov/legislation/en-US/Display/20152016/SB/59
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legislation/en-US/Display/20152016/SB/4
http://www.legis.ga.gov/Legislation/en-US/display/20152016/SB/191
http://www.legis.ga.gov/Legislation/en-US/display/20152016/SB/125
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legislation/en-US/Display/20152016/HB/255
http://www.myajc.com/news/news/state-regional-govt-politics/state-ban-on-environmentally-friendly-construction/nkgjw/
http://www.myajc.com/news/news/state-regional-govt-politics/state-ban-on-environmentally-friendly-construction/nkgjw/
http://www.myajc.com/news/news/state-regional-govt-politics/state-ban-on-environmentally-friendly-construction/nkgjw/

