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There are only 12 legislative days left in this year’s 40 day session and events are moving quickly. 
Generally speaking, all bills must pass from the House to the Senate and vice versa by the end of 
legislative day 30 (this Friday, March 13th) in order to remain viable this year.  
 
Watch this short video clip from the AJC for a full explanation of what is commonly referred to 
as “Crossover Day”.  
 
Transportation Passes House 
 
On Thursday, March 5th, the Transportation bill successfully passed the House by a vote of 123 
to 46. HB 170 now moves to the Senate, where it will undoubtedly undergo further revision. On 
Monday of this week Lieutenant Governor Casey Cagle assigned the bill to the Senate 
Transportation Committee for review.   
 
In its current form, highlights of the bill include: 

 Converts State sales tax on motor fuel to excise tax at a rate 29.2 cents per gallon, 
indexed to account for inflation 

 Local option sales taxes that do not expire will no longer be able to tax motor fuel but will 
move from a rate of 1% to 1.25% 

 Special option sales taxes continue to be collected on motor fuels, but moving forward 
that revenue must be dedicated to local transportation needs 

 Changes definition of transportation purposes for Education special option sales taxes to 
allow transportation dollars to be spent on support services, such as school buses.  

 
Full details on how the vote unfolded can be found here.  
 
 
Truck Weight Bill Moves Forward 
 
HB 411, a bill increasing truck weight limits for the forestry industry on state highways, was 
successfully voted out of the House Transportation Committee on Thursday, March 5th.  The bill 
allows a gross vehicle weight of 84,000 pounds for the forestry industry only—an increase of 
4,000 pounds. Amended in Committee, HB 411 requires that a $250 permit must be acquired in 
order to operate under the higher weight limitations, which helps offset additional wear and tear 
costs on roadways.  The bill now allows an additional 5% weight variance for vehicles traveling 
within a 150 mile radius that are hauling forestry products from a harvesting location to the first 
point of processing.  
 

http://www.ajc.com/videos/news/what-is-crossover-day/vDKD9Q/
http://www.ajc.com/videos/news/what-is-crossover-day/vDKD9Q/
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legislation/en-US/Display/20152016/HB/170
http://www.myajc.com/news/news/state-regional-govt-politics/transportation-plan-survives-as-house-defeats-effo/nkPfK/#74301f57.3948731.735667
http://www.legis.ga.gov/Legislation/en-US/display/20152016/HB/411


 
As currently written this weight law increase would apply only to the forestry industry and does 
not have any limitations with regards to weight borne by front versus rear axles. It must be 
heard and voted on in the Rules Committee and pass out of the House by this Friday. We will 
continue to watch this bill closely. 
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