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Week 6 of the legislative session saw the first bill passed out of both chambers, more changes to 
the transportation legislation and days 16 through 19 of the 40 day session.  
 
Transportation  
 
The Transportation Funding Act of 2015 passed its first major hurdle this week. HB 170 was 
voted out of full committee with overwhelming support on Wednesday, February 18th. In 
Thursday’s Rules Committee meeting Chairman Jay Roberts gave fellow committee members a 
“thirty thousand foot view” of the latest version of the legislation. Roberts did not ask for the bill 
to be added to the debate calendar just yet, explaining that the bill is still a work in progress and 
members needed time to review the most recent changes to HB 170.  
 
Critics of the transportation funding legislation have argued that HB 170 negatively impacts 
local governments and school boards. In an effort to satisfy these concerns the latest iteration of 
the bill allows more flexibility in transportation spending to protect school systems and also 
increases the percentage of certain sales tax at the local level from 1 to 1.25%.  
 
Peach Pundit provides an overview of HB 170 changes here. 
 
CDL Shortage & Georgia’s Workforce Re-Entry Program 
 
In addition to an hours of service variance for intrastate drivers, GRMCA has been exploring 
other options to assist ready mix producers dealing with a driver shortage and increased product 
demand. On Friday, February 20th Jimmy and Elizabeth met with Governor Deal’s Policy 
Advisor on criminal justice reform.  
 
The state’s workforce re-entry program is a carefully thought out and extensive program that 
evaluates inmates on a variety of factors and provides for appropriate rehabilitation and 
training. One of the tracks of emphasis is CDL training. Qualified returning citizens are then 
able to be matched with potential employers through a local transition community coordinator. 
Inmates who successfully to go through the workforce re-entry program receive a certificate 
from the state which satisfies most insurance liability claims.  
 
This was an initial meeting and we are still learning more details, but GRMCA feels the 
workforce re-entry program could be another promising “tool in the toolkit” for ready mix 
producers looking for CMV drivers. We will continue to update members as we learn more.  
  
 
 

http://www.legis.ga.gov/Legislation/en-US/display/20152016/HB/170
http://www.peachpundit.com/2015/02/18/transportation-funding-act-changes-unveiled/


 
First Bill Passes Both Chambers 
 
A bill enabling the Savannah Harbor deepening project to move forward became the first piece 
of legislation to pass both chambers of the General Assembly on Thursday, February 19th. The 
bill now awaits Governor Deal’s signature.  
 
Read more details in the Atlanta Business Chronicle.  
 
P3 Bill Receives Vote 
 
We have been following SB 4 as it moved through the Senate. The bill allows for public private 
partnerships in order to assist in development of the Atlanta Beltline. On Friday the Senate 
voted 43-3 to pass the legislation. SB 4 will now move to the House for consideration. 
   
Other Bills of Note 
 
GRMCA is also tracking HB 63, which is intended to simplify the process by which employers 
can receive a tax credit for assisting employees in receiving their GED. The tax credit is capped 
at $2 million annually and would allow employers to claim $400 per employee who is assisted in 
successfully receiving their GED. The bill was due to be debated on the House floor on Friday, 
February 20th, however, due to time constraints HB 63 was delayed until Monday, February 
23rd.  
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http://www.bizjournals.com/atlanta/blog/capitol_vision/2015/02/savannah-harbor-port-deepening-bill-clears-general.html
http://www.legis.ga.gov/Legislation/en-US/display/20152016/SB/4
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legislation/en-US/Display/20152016/HB/63

