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Week 2 at the Capitol was slower, relatively speaking, as the legislature was not officially in 
session. Both chambers reconvened this morning for Day 5 of the legislative session.  
 
Budget Hearings 
 
Joint meetings of the Senate and House Appropriations committees were held Monday through 
Thursday of last week. The budget hearings largely dealt with the amended FY 2015 budget. 
Later in the session the same process will occur to review the FY 2016 budget.  
 
Agency department heads presented brief updates on how they have used funds to date and 
often requested modest increases, in line with Governor Deal’s budget proposal. The 
appropriations process can provide insights into lawmakers’ priorities and pet projects based on 
the questions they ask of each agency. You can view full budget documents here.  
 
New Chairs Appointed  
 
Due to retirements and reshuffling of leadership positions, there were several committee 
chairmanships vacated.  
 
Senator Tommie Williams will chair the Senate Transportation committee as former chair Steve 
Gooch was elected to serve as the Senate Majority Whip. Given the buzz surrounding 
transportation funding, newly appointed Chairman Williams will likely be a highly visible figure 
this session.  
 
On the House side, due to the unexpected retirement of long-serving member Mickey Channell, 
Representative Jay Powell will chair the Ways & Means committee. Ways & Means is arguably 
one of the most powerful committees in the legislature as it is the chief tax writing committee in 
the House.  
 
Legislative Reception This Week 
 
Don’t forget to attend our legislative reception this week on Wednesday, January 28th at the 
Commerce Club from 4 -6 pm.  Details can be found on the GRMCA website. 
 
If you have questions about anything you see in this report, please feel free to contact Jimmy or 
myself.    
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http://www.house.ga.gov/budget/en-US/budgetdocuments.aspx
http://www.senate.ga.gov/senators/en-US/member.aspx?Member=56
http://www.senate.ga.gov/senators/en-US/member.aspx?Member=752
http://www.senate.ga.gov/senators/en-US/member.aspx?Member=752
http://www.house.ga.gov/Representatives/en-US/member.aspx?Member=728&Session=24
http://www.gaconcrete.org/event/legislative-reception/

