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The Georgia General Assembly convened last week to open the 2015 legislative session.  
The legislature meets for 40 days each year.  Their only constitutionally required duty each 
year is to pass a budget for the state.  Unlike the federal government, Georgia’s constitution 
requires a balanced budget.  Any other policy manufactured along the way could be 
considered icing on the cake. 
 
Georgia has a biennial legislature meaning that a legislative term lasts two years.  2015 is 
the first year of the current two-year term.  So with that said, the first week of the session is 
largely ceremonial.  Very little has actually happened.  At the State Capitol, many legislators 
have yet to even fully move into their offices. 
 
Pomp & Circumstance 
 
As previously mentioned, the first week is largely ceremonial and for show.  Governor Deal 
was reelected last November.  So on Monday before a packed chamber in the House of 
Representatives, Governor Deal took the oath of office officially beginning his second and 
final term in office.   
 
The ceremony was originally slated to take place at the newly constructed Liberty Plaza 
across the street but was moved indoors due to inclement weather.  Later in the week, the 
Governor and thousands of supporters gathered at the Gwinnett Arena for Governor Deal’s 
Inaugural Gala.  The evening was capped off by a performance from country music star 
Alan Jackson. 
 
Laying Out the Agenda with Eggs, Please 
 
There are several events anticipated the first week of session each year that gives us a 
glimpse of the priorities that our political leadership has in store.  The first is the Georgia 
Chamber of Commerce’s Eggs and Issues Breakfast.  The Governor, Lieutenant Governor 
and Speaker of the House all are given the floor to let Georgia’s business community know 
what their top agenda items for the year are.  The speeches in their entirety are posted 
here.  I will tell you this, all three are high on transportation funding. 
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While the Governor gives a glimpse of his agenda at the Eggs and Issues, he more fully lays 
out his priorities during his State of the State speech.  He gave his address last Thursday in 
the House Chamber.  He talked a lot about education and criminal justice reforms.  
However, he saved lengthy and in depth comments on transportation for the back end of 
his speech.  We have full coverage of the State of the State posted on the GRMCA website. 
 
Setting the Budget 
 
The other big news that occurs the first week of the session is the Governor releases his 
annual budget recommendations.  The General Assembly will consider two budget 
proposals.  First, they will amend the FY 2015 budget passed in the previous legislative 
session.  They will examine revenues collected and anticipated as well as expenditures.  
Once they finish amending the FY 2015 budget, they will begin planning the FY 2016 
budget.   
 
While there will not be any legislative business days during the second week of the session, 
most of the members will be at the Capitol as the budget will be considered in various 
appropriation meetings. 
 
Here is Your Assignment 
 
With election season passing last November, new members of the House and Senate arrive 
in Atlanta to represent their districts.  House and Senate leadership meet during the first 
week to assign members to various committees along with naming committee chairmen.  
The complete list of assignments can be found by clicking the links below. 
 
2015-2016 House Committee Assignments 
 
2015-2016 Senate Committee Assignments 
 
Late Breaking News From GDOT 
 
Brand new GDOT Planning Director Russell McMurray was abruptly relieved of his duties 
less than a week into his tenure.  GDOT Commissioner Keith Golden announced his 
retirement from the Department last week and McMurray was named the new 
Commissioner.  This leaves a vacancy in the role of Planning Director, which will be filled 

http://gaconcrete.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/GRMCA-Legislative-Update-1_14_15.pdf
http://www.house.ga.gov/Documents/Information/2015_FINAL_COMMITTEE_ON_ASSIGNMENTS_LIST.pdf
http://senate.ga.gov/committees/en-US/SenateCommitteesList.aspx


 
by appointment by Governor Deal.  The House and Senate Transportation Committees will 
again have to confirm the Governor’s selection when that time comes. 
 
Coming Up 
 
The next week will be relatively slow at the Capitol as the members will largely be engaged 
in budget hearings.  They will get back to legislative business for Day 5 of the legislative 
calendar on Monday, January 26th. 
 
If you have not already done so, be sure to attend our legislative reception on Wednesday, 
January 28th at the Commerce Club from 4 -6 pm.  Details can be found on the GRMCA 
website. 
 
If you have any specific questions about anything you see in the report, feel free to contact 
Elizabeth or myself.   
 
Jimmy Cotty, Executive Director 
Georgia Ready Mixed Concrete Association 
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